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has correspondingly diminished. The work is now almost entirely
in the hands of adults.
The chief problem of adult education now is to give those who
are just literate an education equivalent to two or four years'
elementary schooling. For this there is still a shortage of workers,
textbooks, and accommodation. In industrial centres, active
young workers who have received their seven years* education
are drawn into this work. It forms their social obligation. Every
self-respecting worker in the U.S.S.R. has some sort of social
work to perform. In the agricultural districts, where it is not at
all easy to obtain volunteers for this work, paid teachers are
generally employed. Many of these teachers have still only had
four years' schooling themselves. In order to help these teachers,
the Down with Illiteracy Society (with the aid of the Commis-
sariat of Education and the local education authority) organises
seminars, to which come fully-trained teachers to give instruction
in methods, in preparing lessons, use of apparatus,, choice of text-
books, etc. This work is the social duty of these qualified
teachers, and their union must free them from all other obliga-
tions. These instructors in their turn receive help from trained
methods specialists, are supplied with literature on adult educa-
tion, have discussion groups organised for them, and are given
every encouragement to improve their work.
Periodically there are district conferences of all those engaged
in this branch of adult education. Recently there has been a
division of labour between the Down with Illiteracy Society and
the education authorities. The former, in conjunction with the
trade unions, draws up lists of all those who are only just literate.
It carries on propaganda explaining the purpose and meaning
of this adult education. It supplies the accommodation and
equipment for the adult schools, collects money for the work,
obtains voluntary teachers, is responsible for the regular attend-
ance of both pupils and teachers, and generally tries to create
such conditions as will make for good work.
The education authorities train the teachers, give guidance in
method to the paid volunteer teachers, and supply the school
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